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Meeting opened at 6:02 p.m.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT - Peter Bourque, Beatrice Dostie, Gina Czerwinski, and Fr. John Skehan.  

ABSENT -  John Bobrowiecki, Patrick Carter, Diane Steward and Suzanne Olmsted.    

 

OPENING PRAYER – Father John Skehan read the Gospel from the Solemnity of the Assumption 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

PREVIOUS MINUTES - Pastoral Council Minutes of May 10, 2021 were approved, by 

consensus. 

 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 

Social Justice and Peace – Peter Bourque reported a few highlights from three (3) different 

meetings they’ve had.  a) Collection for Shirley’s Barn; b) On their zoom meeting on collections on 

“Hope Beyond Bars”.  These were the two (2) major initiatives. 

 

Also, had a discussion on “Sacred Ground” as they’ve added a couple new lessons.  Peter and 

Barbara attended.  They were dealing with African Americans but mostly with Wabanaki Native 

Americans within the State. 

 

Also, sat in on a discussion on “Bridging the Gap” for our shampoo and toothpaste.   

 

Talked a little about Frank Daggett’s project coming up in June on the “Prison Ministry”.    

 

That was from the May Meeting Minutes.  From the June 8th meeting Minutes, we had completed 

the collections for Shirley’s Barn by May 22nd.  We were very, very successful.  People are very 

generous.  Shirley was very happy and pleased.  She explained that if she has an overflow, she 

contacts the Salvation Army. 

 

Also talked about the Parish Garden.  Frank Cuff reported that they had enlarged the area a little bit, 

closer to what Father Sami had and planning had begun.  

 

Frank O’Hara gave a report on a Corrections zoom meeting.  They got a lot of positive comments 

on that and were very pleased.  It went very well.  Some of the Bills in Legislature did not go so 

well.  There’s always another time.  We’ll see where they go from there. One of the Bills was the 

closing up of the Longcreek Facility.  There may be a chance that they will transition that into 

something more positive. 

 

Talked again about “Bridging the Gap” collection.  Barbara Snowadzky took over and gave a 

presentation on a Catholic Social Teaching Campaign.  Planning has begun and Barbara and 

Elizabeth Keene have developed a presentation on how we might carry out a public education 

program within our parish and that’s going on further. 

 

KVO (Kennebec Valley Organization) – talked again about how we could support them and 

basically after the last meeting with KVO, the person that was coming up to take over has decided 
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not to and basically after our last meeting we decided we could support them, if it carries on, but 

looks like it’s going to fail. 

 

Notes from the July meeting.  Did more on “Bridging the Gap”.   Firmed up the people that will do 

the collections in the various church sites.  As you all know, it began this weekend, but Peter has 

not talked to the various people at the worship sites. 

 

Angel Food Supper came up at one of the last meetings as a result of Dave Lawler, who has been 

taken care of this for a number of years, wants to kind of get done.    Fr. John suggested that he 

come to one of our committee meeting to explain the program and how we could be helping to get 

new people to get him started.  Peter suggested Fern Larochelle, because he was one of the cooks 

they had used at Sacred Heart.  It was suggested he fills in as the first cook on the next one.  We’re 

moving on that. 

 

Maureen Malley, who used to go to Sacred Heart but has moved across the river & goes to Togus, 

has helped David on these Angel Food Suppers was invited to join on the zoom call tomorrow night 

and explain what she did. 

 

Talked more about the Catholic Social Teaching series as more has been done on that. 

 

They talked more about the garden with an update from Frank Cuff.  They had their first Harvest 

and have sent food to the Winthrop Food Pantry. Waiting for the letters on Fr. Steve. 

 

Elizabeth Keene asked about having a speaker from Catholic Relief Services about chapters, etc at 

the next meeting. 

 

Those things will be happening at our meeting tomorrow night. 

 

They have further information on the Catholic Social Series and the need to have a ½ (half) day for 

the retreat which will be at the Hermitage on August 28th, on a Saturday morning.  Invites were sent 

to most of the Parish Commissions.  We’ll be talking about this in detail as Elizabeth Keene has 

developed a protocol for that ½ (half) day of reflection.  It’s a nice mix of things and looks like it 

will be a good morning.  Hope for a great turnout. 

 

From the garden update we are going to see how it has flourished and where that is at now. 

 

Father reported that we will see a nice spread in the Bulletin this weekend on the community garden 

out at St. Francis in Winthrop.  240 lbs of vegetables has been given already to the Augusta Food 

Pantry and Chrysalis Place in Gardiner. 

 

Parish Life -   no meetings yet. Gina contacted Jason and they were leaving for vacation.  She will 

revisit with a reminder email. 

 

Worship and Spirituality - had a meeting last Monday.  Talked about Altar Server’s training.  So, 

we are in the midst of retraining altar servers and also inviting new children and youth to consider 

becoming trained.  Gina and her husband, Peter have done two (2) trainings, so far.  About eight (8) 
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altar servers at St. Francis, so far.  They were all to be retrained.  At the end of the month we have 

two (2) come and see nights/events.  One at St. Joseph and one at St. Augustine, for those interested 

in the Office of the Ministry.  Gina sent out invitations to all the children who made their 

Sacraments this year and last year. Those who made Confirmation and Eucharist.  She has 10 

children on the list going to either one of those two (2) dates.  We asked them to come and check it 

out and once we know which site they will be in, the targeted training for that site will begin. 

 

We talked about the Liturgical Ministry training and we are planning to put together a morning of 

reflection for all Liturgical Ministers for Liturgy Day, October 16th.  Gina will be drafting an outline 

for that.  

 

Talked a little bit about next year, and life and what things could look like.  Brainstormed a little bit 

more.  Other than that no other solid plans, except for we talked about possibly just before Advent 

and before Lent bring another evening of reflection for any of the Liturgical Ministers in the parish 

to just come together without being on during the Mass.  Just come together to be fed without 

leaving to go play music or whatever.  A moment to be fed. 

 

Father reported on revisiting some of the things we forgot about during the Covid break.  Give 

people some silence during the Mass, and a chance to do quiet prayers. 

 

Talked about some things we need to work on and some reminders for different ministries.  There’s 

room for improvement.  Also talked about looking at each worship sites and taking stock in how we 

do our liturgy, what’s going well and how we can improve, whether it’s our liturgical ministers’ 

training or just tweaking the way it’s done.  Also getting a choir for Sacred Heart. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI) as reported in the May Minutes, Bishop Deeley did approve 

our Plan.  He did give us some advice in adjusting our timeline as we were a little ambitious in 

trying to get things done.  We need to deal with that and see where our priorities are.   

 

Coming out of CLI is one of our goals which are building a community and communication among 

all of our parishioners is a priority for us as well as engaging our parishioners in lifelong learning.  

Hoping to jump start some of that with a special afternoon on September 19th.  Sort of rolling 

everything into one on this afternoon.  There’s a group “Doug and Dave Show”.  They are sort of a 

dynamic duo that does music and education in a fun manner.  They bring their presentation called 

“Mass Confusion” it’s an amazing mix of humor, song and teachings of the Catholic Church” 

Preceding “Doug and Dave” we will have a Social from 1:00 to 2:45, to meet and greet 

parishioners.  We will also have a Special guest, Father Sami whom we will roast before we move 

upstairs for the presentation at 3:00 to 4:00.  This is a dynamic presentation for the whole family.   

At 4:45 we will have Mass. What a better way to end our time together than Mass celebrating our 

parish feast (9/29).   

 

Father will ask Father Modlin to join us.  This is his 25th Anniversary of his ordination.  We hope he 

can come, at least for the Mass. 
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This celebration also fits into our CLI plan to bring people back to Mass.  This is one step to do that.  

 

It would be nice if the different groups in the parish were to have a table with literature about the 

group and also someone to answer their questions. 

 

Peter asked why Social Justice didn’t show up on the goals and priorities this year.  Is it because 

we’re already doing something.  He thought it would’ve showed up.   The reasons were discussed.  

We are doing more in this area but we need to give special attention to the other priorities and goals.   

We need to develop a Committee for each of our commission. 

 

Father mentioned that we need to implement an Evangelization Commission.  He will be contacting 

Jim Hebert. 

 

Someone asked about having someone from the School Board be on Council.  It’s a great idea.  

Would help break some of the communication gap. 

 

Still looking for someone to help Gina.  Also need a Maintenance person.  

 

NEW BUSINESS --  None 

 

Schedule for future meetings 

August 9, 2021 

September 13, 2021 

November 8, 2021 

January 10, 2022 

March 14, 2022 

May 9, 2022 

 

Date of next Pastoral Council Meeting  -  September 13, 2021  at 6:00 pm 

 

CLOSING PRAYER –      Peter Bourque  

 

Opening prayer for next meeting will be Fr. John Skehan and closing prayer will be      

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Beatrice Dostie 

Recording Secretary 


